Winston Churchill minutes
April 30, 2024
7:00 pm – school library

Present: Joanne Borges, Lucy Aron, Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant, Michael Tkautz, Pricsila Cabrera

Approval of minutes from last meeting.  



Chair’s Report

Dance was very successful. Don’t have exact count on $ raised yet, but something like $500-600.

Next time we need to make sure that there are easily accessible recycling bins. A lot of recycling was put in the garbage. SAC to include this as part of planning for next dance.

Yard cleanup was great. Lots of fun cleaning up, kids playing, socializing.

New hot lunch option starting tomorrow  -  Gino’s. Elizabeth to come and ensure order goes smoothly.


Treasurer’s Report

Looking toward supporting celebrating grade 6 departers ☺ Me to check out possible mementos etc.

PRO Grant to pay for DJ/dance.

Staffing is going on, WC is waiting to hear about its allotment of classes for next year.


Principal Report

Kids love the WC tent for sporting events and other uses! Sent a thank you card to SAC – beautiful!

WC is doing a fundraiser that is products. Kids are doing a piece of art this week and then you can go online and order mugs, blankets, etc. School gets 25% return. 

Lots of events coming up – track and field/play day; Relay for Life (we’re the only school between Ottawa and Kingston doing Relay for Life). It’s a “Let the Sunshine In” Day and dress in yellow. 

WC is doing a Pride Event – walk around the neighbourhood and dress in rainbow.

Last day of school – assembly in morning 9:30 am and families are welcome. Then the Kona ice cream truck will be at the school all day and classes will take their turns going out. It’s 25% back to the school and it’s for accessible playground. Thank you!


Teacher Report

Showtunes and Ms. Boughen's 4/5 class hosted a lovely evening for grownups and families who could attend with two viewings of It's a Hard Knock Life and a collection of fun art activities. Raised nearly $400 for the arts!

The Eclipse was a once in our lifetime awesome event that created tons of excitement and awesome conversations as well as some very informative science sessions with partners throughout the community.

Staff and students alike are delving into fluency with mathematics and inspiring students to use their thinking skills, be efficient, and courageous when applying their skills to math concepts.  Some have started on the Knowledgehook journey to provide another option for centres in math or group work focus.

The Chess Tournament at Rideau Public School was a resounding success.

The Happiness Project was enjoyed by out Grade 1 and Grade1/2 class.

Vermicomposting excitement! Queen's came in and recorded a short movie all about the worms and vermicomposting happening at Winston. The final cut will be quite the treat.

Grade 5/6 B are helping with some action research in the area of wonderful worms and them impact on classrooms.

Eco Club provided the school with awesome messages on how to help our Earth during Earth Week and continue to make bedding for the worms as well as feed classroom worms who have requested to contract that job out. 🙂 We are lucky to have such a compassionate and enthusiastic Eco Club.

Many classes did Earth Day activities and talked about ways to be more mindful and aware of our impact on the amazing planet we live and play on.

Running club members enjoyed gorgeous weather and AMAZING results for their first race at Bayridge SS last Friday, April 26, and are set to wow the crowds again at LCVI tomorrow. We wish to thank you again for the TERRIFIC tent you purchased for the school. It was one of the highlights of our day!

Staff would like to thank the parents that have been able to volunteer their time for sports, clubs, running as well as field trips and class initiatives.  It is wonderful to have the support and help of the trusted adults in our community and allows us to do as many extra activities as possible.

We are super busy and excited to be planning learning opportunities and school wide events for the students in May and June. It goes by so fast and there are thousands of balls in the air, but it is always worth it to see the students so happy and engaged.


PIC Rep

There was a meeting but it was the same night as the Annie performance, so no rep attended. Lucy will continue to try to get minutes.


Business

New policy from Ont. Gov re. restrictions on cell phones in schools + ban on vaping (which was already banned at all schools).

Next year, maybe have public health come to discuss media literacy and safe cell phone/media use, etc. Or May meeting.  Lisa Lawlor. Lucy to canvas the group via email to see if people would be interested in that. 

Coffee with Caregivers on May 10 – might order through Bloom Skills Centre. They have catering. Similar price to commercial coffee shops.

Inclusive playground investigation. Brandan Tozzo wants to get involved (city councillor and other relationships). 
· Michael and Brandon and others want to start a sub-committee and meet with Board (they have specs and procedures etc).
· Michael is chairing the sub-committee
· Set up a virtual meeting in June

YouTube school account – from last meeting. Joanne to follow up because there is a Limestone YouTube. She will get back to us.

Singalong – presented by Jeffrey S., a parent at WC and associated with Cantabile Choirs. He is formally presenting a proposal for a fun-filled Disney singalong one evening in June. He’ll do warmup techniques, musical accompaniment, lyric projection, dance and movement, costume. Objectives: foster community and love of music and musical learning.
· He’s also doing a choir – details aren’t set yet, but one or two days a week and kids in the choir will sing at the year-end assembly.
Food Sharing Project – running a silent auction to raise funds and requesting whether school might put together silent auction items (e.g., creative baskets). 

Sports equipment spending - $800 spent on equipment. Joanne ordered and it’s en route.


Next meetings: 

All in the school resource room (library), 7:00 pm May 28.

Meeting was adjourned.
